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EXTROPHY OF THE BLADDER.
T. HARRINSON,
Surgeon to the Reading Dispensary.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The subjoined case, diflering in
some respects from those that are more
usnally met with, you would much oblige
me by giving it insertion in your valuable
Journal. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Castle-street, June 20, 1842.
3irs. 13., a?ta.t. 26, was delivered Jan. 8
1842, of her third child, female ; labour
natural.
Examination of Infunt.&mdash;The laypogastrirarr:
is occupied by a tumour of a deep-red
colour, the size of a half-section of a mode.
rately large orange. Its surface is uneven.
nodulated, and the nodulation is symmetri-
cal ; one nodule, the size of a common nut,
in the centre, three on each side, one above
and two below. On each side of the two
inferior ones are the orifices of the ureters ;
a thin reddish fluid oozes from the whole
surface, and on irritating the orifices of the
ureters with a probe, a small stream is
ejected to a considerable distance. Imme-
diately above the extroverted viscus is the
insertion of the umbilical cord, which is
rather larger than usual. The nymphs are
prominent, and the labia majora large and
divergeut. At the inferior part of the
nymph&aelig; is an opening, having the promi-
nence and size of the termination of the
urethra, but which is, in reality, the orifice
of the vagina. An inch behind is the anus.
There is neither, nor any appearance of, cli-
toris or urethra.
The child, born remarkably fine and plump,
lived seventeen days, and died from inflam-
mation of the cellular membrane. The in-
flammation commenced in the right leg, and
successively extended to every part of the
body.
Examination.&mdash;The cuticle raised in some
spots by a thin bloody fluid, in others sepa-
rated ; and in the region of the left mamma
an abscess, containing a tablespoonful of
dirty reddish pus, together with a quantity
of peculiar granular matter, like the granules
of honey. The vesical tumour much less
than at birth. All the abdominal organs
perfectly normal, as were also the uterus
and its appendages. The pubis on each side
deficient. The nodules before spoken of
were not simply a protrusion of the mucous
membrane, but of all the coats of the blad-
der. A prolapsus ani to some extent. During
life the child had almost continual forcible
straining. Was this referrible to the defi-
ciency of the pubis ?
The points of difference in this case from
those more commonly observed, would ap-
pear to be-its occurrence in a female ; the
nodulated surface of the vesical tumour ;
the absence of the clitoris (described as usu-
ally placed below the urethra), and of the
urethra. The inferior insertion of the umbi-
licus ; the openings of the ureters ; the defi-
ciency of the ossa pubis, being those devia-
tions generally found.
Whether the origin of this vice of confor-
mation was, in this case, developmental,
pathological, or mechanical, cannot, I appre-
hend, be satisfactorily determined.
The preparation was presented to the
Reading Pathological Society, and is now
deposited in the museum of the hospital.
DISLOCATION OF THE HIP-JOINT.
HEAD OF THE BONE IN THE
OBTURATOR FORAMEN,
RESULTING FROM A SIMPLE FALL OR STUMBLE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;I am induced to offer the following
case as a contribution to your Journal, not so
much from the rare occurrence of the par-
ticular dislocation of the hip joint, as from
the extremely simple nature of the accident
which gave rise to it. I doubt much if a
case has ever occurred before of displace-
ment of the head of the femur from a mere
stumble, unaccompanied by any external
violence, as in the following case.
On the 4th of May, Christopher Ward,
private in the 14th regiment of infantry,
aged 27, a moderately muscular man, while
in a state of intoxication stumbled in his bar-
rack-room, the floor of which was wet from
recent washing, and, as reported by his com-
rades, fell with his legs astride, and without
coming in contact with any article of furni-
ture in falling. On being assisted to rise he
was unable to put his left foot to the ground,
and in this state was carried to the cells as a
prisoner. There he remained till sober,
when he complained of very severe pain in the
groin and surrounding parts ; so much so,
that previous to the examination of the limb
his violent gestures of pain gave rise to a
suspicion that he was overrating his suffer-
ings. On examination, however, the follow-
ing appearances presented themselves :-
Placed in an erect position, supporting him-
self on the right leg, there was an involun’
tary tendency to bend the body forward, and
to the left side, to relieve the iliacus and
psoas muscles, nerves, and vessels from an
unusual extension to which they appeared to
be exposed. The left thigh was almost im-
moveable, considerably flexed on the body,
everted, and removed from the mesial line ;
the knee flexed, and toe touching the
ground. Measurement from the anterior
superior spinous process to the condyles
gave an increase in length of one inch and
three-quarters on the left side over the right.
These proofs, with the increased distance
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between the anterior superior spinous pro-
cess and greater trochanter, the tenseness
and rigidity round the articulation, the flat-
ness in the region of the trochanter, and
the unusual fulness at the inner edge of the
fold of the nates, all clearly established the
diagnosis of dislocation of the femur into
the obturator foramen.
In proceeding to reduction the following
arrangements were made :-The man being
placed on a mattrass on the floor, a soft sheet,
carefully folded, was used as the means of
counter-extension, passing between the nates,
forwards between the thighs, the scrotum
being removed to the right side. The sheet,
after being so adapted as to make the exten-
sion as directly as possible on the pelvis,
was attached under the right shoulder to a
fixed point in the room, and intrusted to one
assistant. Three other assistants were then
directed to extend gradually in the present
direction of the femur by means of the usual
woollen apparatus, applied above the knee.
Another assistant was employed to rotate the
femur and facilitate the dislodgment of the
head of the bone ; whilst another, with a
towel placed around the upper part of the
femur, attempted to draw the head of the
bone outwards, whilst his knee was applied
forcibly to the dorsum of the ilium, to coun-
teract the tendency there might be to its
escape there, by sliding past the acetabulum.
After the extension had been thus powerfully
employed for about a quarter of an hour
without the desired result, it was arranged
that while employing full extension at a
given signal it should cease, while the other
assistants depressed the knee and carried it
inwards, the head of the bone being drawn
outwards. This had the desired result; the
dislocation was proved to be reduced by the
disappearance of all the previous defor-
mities.
We repeat, that the chief feature of inte-
rest in this case is the simplicity of the cause
producing the accident. The possibility of
such an occurrence has been denied by seve-
ral writers, and in all probability it may be
the only case of the kind put on record.
The man states that he has never had a
dislocation of any other articulation; neither
does he appear to have any tendency to
laxity in the ligaments. He is recover-
ing the use of the limb rapidly. I have
the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient
servant,
JAMES JOHNSTON,
Assistant Staff Surgeon.
(Canada, May, 1842.)
NEURALGIA OF THE SCALP.
W. B. BARTON, M.D.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. !
SIR,&mdash;The following case so forcibly illus- I
trates the importance of a careful diagnosis
in affections of the head, and the uncertain
operation of remedial agents, that I am in..
duced to place it at your disposal. I remain,
Sir, your most obedient servant,
Horncastle, June 9, 1812.
C. V., a maltstei-, aged twenty-seven years,
came under my care on the 17th of March,
1840. He stated that for the last six months
he had suffered from almost constant head-
ach, which was induced, augmented, and
protracted, as he opined, by the frequent
alternations of temperature to which he was
exposed in the discharge of his duties, toge,
ther with the repeated interruption and de-
privation of sleep in the periodical nightly
visits to the kiln.
By advice he had been leeched, blistered,
bled from the arm, and purged repeatedly,
which remedies had not, in the slightest de-
gree, alleviated his sufferings, but contrari-
wise, depressed his strength, emaciated his
frame, and shattered his constitution fear.
fully.
The pain, which he called headach, was
seldom absent, but liable to exacerbations,
and increased by motion or friction of the
scalp. There was some noise or tingling in
the ears, and suffusion or redness of the con.
junctiva. The bowels were moved daily.
His general symptoms were those of debility
and exhaustion. Ordered nutritious diet,
with porter or wine.
R Liquor arsenicalis, m. v;
Cinnamon-water, j. M.
The draught to be taken three times a-day.
R Spirit of comphor ;
’ Tincture of opiu)n;
Solution of acetate of ammonia, aa, j.
M. To be applied frequently to the head.
The dose of liquor arsenicalis was gradu-
ally increased to ten minims; and on the l,1th
of April, exactly four weeks from the date of
its first administration, he was perfectly reo
stored.
On the 23rd of June following, C. V. again
applied to me with the same neuralgicsymp’
toms as before; the debility less urgent:
and, as a matter of course, reference was
made to the former prescriptions. He was
ordered to take a draught, with ten minims
of the liquor arsenicalis, three times a.-day,
and to apply the embrocation.
The remedies were regularly continued
until the lllh of July, without even the
slightest diminution of pain, when the liquor
arsenicalis, which had so quickly and satis.
factorily relieved in the previous attack, ap-
pearing after a fair trial inefficacious, was
discontinued, and he was ordered carbonate
of iron 3j, three times a-day. Under this
treatment the neuralgia yielded, and on the
4th of August he was reported cured.
To this date C. V. has not had a relapse,
though he has been engaged as usual in the
occupation of malting.
